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Abstract 

Scholarly studies examining the relationship between the use of the Internet and democracy all over the 

globe have failed to yield consistent and conclusive results. They focus predominately on use of the 

Internet by individuals and institutional structures of democratic governance, paying little attention how 

the Internet affects intermediate variables relating to public perception such as the degree of popular 

support for democracy in a polity. Moreover, Big Data available with the advent of Social Media Platforms 

and new fine-grained figures on Internet Filtering by authoritarian regimes remain unexplored through a 

global and empirical examination. The mechanisms underlying the relationship between the use of the 

Internet and democratization remain unclear. The present research focuses on these gaps, employing a 

quantitative examination of the extent to which the use of the internet has affected the level of popular 

support for democracy in polities, and, subsequently, democratization (or the lack thereof) on a global 

scale. The case study on Ethiopia will identify underlying mechanisms through which the growing use of 

the Internet and its restrictions affect an array of political outcomes, prodemocratic or otherwise. Causal 

pathways for two outcomes (authoritarian consolidation and democratization) will be examined through 

an exploratory qualitative case study using lines of evidence from Ethiopia. Consequences on sustainable 

development will be considered. 
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